
NOTES TO PRODUCTIVITY GUIDELINES 
 

1. TO QUALIFY FOR AG USE, LAND MUST BE USED FOR AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES TO 
THE DEGREE OF INTENSITY TYPICAL IN THE AREA. THIS TEST IS INTENDED TO 
EXCLUDE “HOBBY” FARMS OR RANCHES AND LAND ON WHICH TOKEN 
AGRICULTURAL USE OCCURS IN AN EFFORT TO OBTAIN TAX RELIEF. IN ADDITION, 
TO QUALIFY FOR AGRICULTURAL VALUE THE LAW REQUIRES AGRICULTURAL USE 
TO BE THE PRIMARY USE. 

 
2. ACCORDING TO THE PROPERTY TAX CODE TIMBERLAND MUST BE MANAGED WITH 

INTENT TO PRODUCE INCOME, WHILE AGRICULTURAL LAND DOES NOT HAVE THIS 
REQUIREMENT. 

 
3. FOR A TRACT OF LAND TO QUALIFY FOR PRODUCTIVITY VALUE IT MUST BE 

SUBSTANTIAL. SUBSTANTIAL IS DEFINED AS A TRACT OF LAND ADEQUATE IN SIZE 
TO SUPPORT A TYPICALLY PRUDENT OPERATION. THE AG BOARD AND CHIEF 
APPRAISER HAVE ESTABLISHED MINIMUM ACREAGE GUIDELINES FOR ALL MAJOR 
AG AND TIMBER CATEGORIES. 

 
4. VARIANCE IN DEGREES OF INTENSITY WILL BE CONSIDERED ON A CASE BY CASE 

BASIS FOR PERSONS 65 OR OLDER WHO LIVE ON THE PROPERTY. 
 

5. TO QUALIFY THE PROPERTY MUST HAVE A HISTORY OF AG OR TIMBER USE FOR 
FIVE (5) OF THE LAST SEVEN (7) YEARS. 

 
6. FOR QUALIFICATION PURPOSES, OTHER LAND OWNED OR LEASED MAY BE 

COMBINED TO SATISFY DEGREE OF INTENSITY GUIDELINES. 
 

7. HORSES RAISED AND SOLD TO THE PUBLIC QUALIFIES FOR AG USE. HORSES 
STABLED, TRAINED OR USED FOR RECREATIONAL PURPOSES DO NOT NORMALLY 
QUALIFY THE LAND FOR AG USE. 

 
8. THESE GUIDELINES SHOULD BE USED AS A GENERAL RULE. THERE MAY BE OTHER 

CIRCUMSTANCES OR FACTORS WHICH MERIT CONSIDERATION. THESE VARIANCES 
FROM THE GENERAL RULE WILL BE HANDLED ON A CASE BY BASE BASIS. 

 
9. PROPERTY MUST BE IN USE, UNDER CULTIVATION OR ANIMALS ON LAND BY MAY 1 

OF YEAR OF APPLICATION TO QUALIFY FOR THAT YEAR. 
 

10. NO DETERMINATION TO ROLLBACK AG OR TIMBER PROPERTY WILL BE MADE 
UNLESS AN ACTUAL CHANGE OF USE OCCURS; NOT DISCONTINUED USE. 

 
11. TYPICAL EVIDENCE OF TIMBER ARE AS FOLLOWS. 

 
A. DOCUMENTED RECORD OF TIMBER SALE ACTIVITY. 
B. DOCUMENTED RECORD OF TIMBER MANAGEMENT PLAN. 



C. RECIPIENT OF TR3, FIP, ACP, OR SIP COST SHARING FUNDS FOR APPROVED 
TIMBER MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES. 

D. LETTERS FROM BUYERS SEEKING TO PURCHASE TIMBER. 
E. TIMBER CRUISE ESTIMATES. 
F. ATTEMPT TO SALVAGE DAMAGED OR KILLED TIMBER (IF IT HAS VALUE). 
G. REGISTRATION AS A TREE FARM. 
H. MEMBER OF A COUNTY FOREST LANDOWNERS/TIMBER GROWERS 

ASSOCIATION. 
I. PARTICIPANT IN FORESTRY INDUSTRY LANDOWNERS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 
J. MEMBER OF THE TEXAS FORESTRY ASSOCIATION. 
K. PARTICIPANT IN FORESTRY EXTENSION ACTIVITIES. 
L. PAINTED BOUNDARY LINES. 
M. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT EXPENSE RECIPTS. 
N. TIMBER MANAGEMENT PLAN. 

 
12. TYPICAL EVIDENCE OF AG USE ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. LEASE AGREEMENTS 
B. EXPENSE RECEIPTS OR CANCELED CHECKS. 
C. PRODUCT OR LIVESTOCK SALES RECEIPTS. 
D. PICTURES (I.E. HAY BALES) 
E. MEMBER FSA FARM PROGRAM. 
F. MEMBER OF LIVESTOCK OR FARM ASSOCIATIONS. 

 
13. WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT IS CONSIDERED AGRICULTURE USE UNDER THE LAW. THE 

OWNER OF LAND USED FOR WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT MUST PERFORM THREE (3) OF 
THE FOLLOWING SEVEN (7) ACTIVITIES. 
A. HABITAT CONTROL (HABITAT MANAGEMENT) -  MEANS ACTIVITY USING LAND TO 

CREATE OR PROMOTE ENVIRONMENT THAT IS BENEFICIAL TO WILDLIFE. 
B. EROSION CONTROL – MEANS PRACTICES THAT ATTEMPT TO REDUCE OR 

CONTROL SOIL EROSION. 
C. PREDATOR CONTROL – MEANS PRACTICES INTENDED TO MANAGE POPULATION 

OF PREDATORS TO BENEFIT TARGET WILDLIFE POPULATION. 
D. SUPPLEMENTAL WATER SUPPLIES - MEANS OWNER ACTIVELY PROVIDES WATER 

IN ADDITION TO NATURAL RESOURCES. 
E. SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD SUPPLIES - MEANS OWNER ACTIVELY PROVIDES FOOD IN 

ADDITION TO LEVEL PRODUCED NATURALLY ON LAND. 
F. PROVIDING SHELTER – MEANS ACTIVELY CREATING OR MAINTAINING 

VEGETATION OR ARTIFICIAL STRUCTURES THAT PROVIDE SHELTER FROM 
WEATHER, ESCAPE COVER FROM ENEMIES OR NESTING AND BREEDING SITES. 

G. CENSUS COUNTS -  MEANS PERIODIC SURVEYS TO DETERMINE NUMBER AND 
COMPOSITION OF TARGET WILDLIFE POPULATION AND EFFECTIVENESS OF 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM. 

 
14. RESTRICTED -  USE TIMBERLAND LAND INCLUDES: 



A. “AESTHETIC MANAGEMENT ZONE” – MEANS TIMBER LAND ON WHICH TIMBER 
HARVESTING IS RESTRICTED FOR AESTHETIC OR CONSERVATION PURPOSES, 
INCLUDING: 

1. MAINTAINING STANDING TIMBER ADJACENT TO PUBLIC RIGHTS-
OF-WAY, INCLUDING HIGHWAYS AND ROADS; AND PRESERVING 
AN AREA IN A FOREST, AS DEFINED BY SEC. 152.003, NATURAL 
RESOURCES CODE, THAT IS DESIGNATED BY THE DIRECTOR OF 
THE TEXAS FOREST SERVICE AS SPECIAL OR UNIQUE BECAUSE 
OF THE AREA’S NATURAL BEAUTY, TOPOGRAPHY OR HISTORICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE. 

 
B. “CRITICAL WILDLIFE HABITAT ZONE” – MEANS TIMBER LAND ON WHICH THE 

TIMBER HARVESTING IS RESTRICTED SO AS TO PROVIDE AT LEAST THREE (3) OF 
THE FOLLOWING BENEFITS FOR THE PROTECTION OF AN ANIMAL OR PLANT 
THAT IS LISTED AS ENDANGERED OR THREATENED UNDER THE ENDANGERED 
SPECIES ACT OF 1973 (16 U.S.C. SECTION 1531 ET SEQ.) AND ITS SUBSEQUENT 
AMENDMENTS OR AS ENDANGERED UNDER SECTION 68.002, PARKS AND 
WILDLIFE CODE: 
 
1. HABITAT CONTROL 
2. EROSION CONTROL 
3. PREDATOR CONTROL 
4. PROVIDING SUPPLEMENTAL SUPPLIES OF WATER 
5. PROVIDING SUPPLEMENTAL SUPPLIES OF FOOD 
6. PROVIDING SHELTERS; AND 
7. MAKING OF CENSUS COUNTS TO DETERMINE POPULATION 
 

C. “STREAMSIDE MANAGEMENT ZONE” – MEANS TIMBER LAND ON WHICH TIMBER 
HARVESTING IS RESTRICTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH A MANAGEMENT PLANT TO: 
1. PROTECT WATER QUALITY: OR 
2. PRESERVE A WATERWAY, INCLUDING A LAKE, RIVER, STREAM OR CREEK 
 

D. “HARVESTED/REGENERATED FOREST LAND” – MEANS TIMBER HARVESTED IN A 
YEAR IN WHICH THE LAND WAS APPRAISED AS TIMBER LAND AND THE LAND HAS 
BEEN REGENERATED TIMBER PRODCUTION TO THE DEGREE OF INTENSITY 
GENERALLY ACCEPTED WITH THE INTENT TO PRODUCE INCOME. 

 
15. APPLICATIONS FOR RESTRICTED USE TIMBER SHOULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

A. DETAILED MAP OF TRACT. 
B. MANAGEMENT PLAN OR OTHER DOCUMENTS WHICH SUPPORT REQUEST.  

 
 
THESE GUIDELINES WERE DEVELOPED BY THE APPRAISAL DISTRICT AFTER CONSULTATION 
WITH THE DISTRICT’S AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD, WHICH CONSISTS OF ONE (1) 
TAXPAYER ON THE FSA COUNTY COMMITTEE. 
 



THE AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD AND CHIEF APPRAISER FOR THE LIBERTY COUNTY 
APPRAISAL DISTRICT, HEREBY ADOPT THE GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR OPEN SPACE 
VALUATION. 
 
IT IS OUR CONSENSUS OPINION THAT THESE GUIDELINES BE SET FORTH AS TOOLS TO THE 
APPRAISAL DISTRICT FOR DETERMINING GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS FOR QUALIFYING FOR AG 
OR TIMBER VALUATION. 
 
THESE GUIDELINES ARE A GENERAL RULE ONLY. EACH APPLICATION SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
ON ITS OWN MERIT AS THERE MAY BE OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES IN AN OPERATION WHICH 
WOULD ALLOW A TRACT TO BE QUALIFIED. THEREFORE, FINAL DISCRETION SHOULD BE LEFT 
TO THE CHIEF APPRAISER. 
 
 
 
 
 

ALAN D. CONNER  TOMMY MCMULLAN 
CHIEF APPRAISER  AG BOARD CHAIRMAN 

 


